o afuens dnre-un sal fpeimad de pdnd am plecar din Bedila), mumi
Flohozia, coreare 0 marastine 5t bseriod greceared T Ast refin doi - cilfiton
scofient, Andrew Bonar gi BM. McCheyne,
Slobaozia B ASLAEL, nu v ;-__l;pﬂ

care Iree. moanul [EIQ |1ri1'
calitor care s nu observe, la frecerea prin
orazul nostry, cel mai imporant momement al I-E;]_n'g;;l,r.uiu._ Mindstirea "S5 tmtn
ievoen, Inconjurati cu un imipozant zid s o de apdrare, de cliteva
secole, mitndistirea strdjuieste dromurile comercinle co stribat judejul Lolomiga,
fiind misrtora @ numercase evenimente imporante din istona najicnald si
umiversala

Prima mentiune despre mindstire datcazi din martie 1615, atunci cind intr-
un hrisov este amintit “Pope Sefon de lo sfdete mandstire of Sobozia
faracie’. Asudar, bn mal pupin de un an de la alesiaden serizd asamla Slobozia,
in localitate va lua Ginth 21 un s(ant licas, A8 asezarca, it 5i mdndsiirea sc
datorenz3 tostulal mare postelnic al Moldover, lanache Caraggen

lanache, fiul Jui Dumitrasey Carages, cste cunescut mai mult drept
Toomepodul cinsiinelel domer Sooarder din Consiamiinapof A% Sl
preginti, dealddel, in inscopiio de fh o alti ctitenie 3 su hiserica 56 Sava din lasi,
Acesiadin urmi, Searlat Grama {sau 5':-:|i;._'_i|||'|_ era un negusior bogal, [urmizoral
curfii sultanului, ajengind esiiel un personaj degsebit de influent ka Istanbal, in
prima jumdtate o secolului al XVil-les, crediting pe majoritaten  inakjilor
funciionart otomani, dar 5 pe candidaiii la tronunle Eeilor roméne.

i

fanache | ATIEEE 151 v Inzestra ctibor
numeroase surse de venit, provenite i spec
exploatorea pimantulul. In anul E632; pe
umei reactii mafionale antigrecest, la domma
Romanest ajunge Mates Basarab, care-i iz .
Roaddu Hias, §i acesia tnrudin cu famalia Grama
Hesnrab i1 confisch lui
inclusiv Manastirea Slobozia. La pugim timp. 2
pe paiul de moare in Moldowva, lanache i
Blandstires “Shnti Vinevoz™ Mandstim Dobes
de la Munieke Athos. Desi dommitorel & confis
fansche Laragen ministrea de la Slobozia, of
putut confisca i calitatea de ctitor. O, tradht
spunés il doar un cubor poate =i inching
miinfistire.  De aceea, i

lanzche towle 11vis

in iulie 1633, domi

ramdn recundasie mchinorea ficuti de lana:
Mianfstivea Dohiariv, Mai mule, Matel Basaras
rezidh din lemelie mindstiren, ineesteind-o
puternic zid de aparare, i o va refnching la My
Athos, legindu-st pstfel numele de ctitor o
“hicleanului™ Banache Caragea,




== e aerieed e e vidiage (e frst sinee we leit Brdila), called Slaboria which
1§ meongstery and a Groekolmreh . Thits is what two Scottish teavelers. Andrews
Borier and B, MeChevne, note oo gomng through Slobozio in 13349, Even foday,
no traveler can fail to notice, on passing through our town, the most rporiant
ronument of the Bardgan Plain, the “SMnti Voievozi"” ("Haoly Woivades™)
Surrcunded by an impeessive wall and defense towers, for a few
enturies the monastery has stood as a guard for the commercial roads that 2o
eross ladomita County, wimessing numersus important evenis of the national and
imversal hisiopy,

Monastery

The first mention of the monastery dates siee March 1612, when a chronick
rerminds of * Rl OGS ey of Stodosia of Fache ' S,
bess than one year after the first docurmented mention of the ¥ illage of Slobozia, in

fhe Focality will sturt to funetion as well a holy momistery. Both the loc .|I| v and the
nofinsiery owe their existence o the former great court marshal of Maldova
lanache Carugea.

lunnche, the son of Dumitraseu Camgea, is known rother as ©
e Bnest refgming petinee Scariat of € orstaviinapal. . 7, a5 he r|_|\.I|'. tmtroduces

vmsell through the inscription from another monument that be founded, ng meely
the “Saint Sava™ Church from last. The latter, Searlat Cirama {or Sa; giuly, wasa rich

nerchant, & provider of the sultan's courl, and had Iumn in this way # very

nfluent character in Istanbul, during the first halfof the 1 7 century, credifing mist
ofthe Ottoman high ofMicinls, und also the cndidaies to the throme ofihe H._-.n,.u TET]
L_oLnir Il\.."\.

Father Siefan fewm the |

e Hepliew of

lamache Caragea will endow his monastery with numerows sources of revenne,
conung mostly from the -"'-"'|':"I|-.1rl|.'ll'l of the lind, In 1632, on the hack ground of 3
national anti-Gireek resetion, on the throne of Wallackia amives '-.1._u_| Basarah,
who replices Radu ias, -'.||u wias also a relative of the Grama family, Motei
Basarad confiscates all the estates of lanache, including the monastery from
oboria. Seon witer that, on his deathbed, in Moldova, lanse he dedecates the
“Hoby Virivodes" Monastery 1o the Dohiariu Monastery from Mount Athos.
Thiow I|l|'| the reigning prince contiscaied lanmche Can he was not
e o confizeate his quality of founder,
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In acest fel, ef ficea un pas spre Teconcilierea ou
numeraasele ramir ale familiel Grama, caré-) provocan mari
probleme la Istanbul. Un asemenea pest nu treboia =8 ciming
|u:vc-|-=n.|'--:[ trebuia 88 ajungd la urechile *prictenilor” din

stanbul. Asa se explich tradifia isioricd despre sfintiren
M:u:.’lﬂl:ii “Sfinfii Voievori™ din Sloboria, conform clireiz, in
anul 1622, |a timesirea Hicasulul au participat insus domnul
T Romdnesti, Mated Rasarah, dopmna Ele nd, patriarhul de
la Constantimopaol 51 5000de preadi.

[nteresul dommnitonilul pentre méndstires din Slobozia eea
dictat 1 de alte rafiuni. S giie ¢ Tara Romadfineasca, aflatd sub
dominalie atomand, pierduse cetiple de la Dunire (Severin,
Tuerim, Criupgiae) 51 no aves woie de fa Poartd 5 constriasci
cetag de apirre, din care s se poaid opune irupelor olomane
Matei  Bagarab & gisit solulia de & irece peste ‘acesstd
dispodiie, construind mindsiir fortificate, adevirale celdn de
refugiu gide aplisare.

Az se face i numeroase ctitorii ale epocin lui Mata
Basarab =u fost intirite cu zidurl inelte de circa 6-7 m si
previzuie cu tumur de colf 5 cu meterere, care dovedesu in
chip limpede rolul lor de puncte fortificate, de apdirare a frii,
indeosebi in pdrfile cele mai ameninfate pe acei vreme: spre
Dundre [Caldarugani, Megoesti, Sadova, Brincoveni,
Atrehaia) , spre Moldoova | Breba, "='1_'|\.i-"|-¢r|i:|. in jural capitalel
{ Plambun ta, Caldirusani, Plitiresth, MNegoesti),

Un rol important ino scest -.|.-»1-.‘:||| defensiv -a jucat
Ministirea “Sfinfii Yoievozi” din Slobozia lui Tanache. Incd
din 1630, domniterul Léon Tomsa sesizn pozifia strategicd a
Sloboziea. El neords scutiri de To dErile domnesti pentru
boowitorii de aici, i schimbal serviciilor de pazh (“sd fie penieu
PEz [ BT aceq parteT L

Analiza  powifiei  peoprafice ocupste de Slobpzia ne
demonstreazd i domnrtoru] o putes neglija manastines de pe
rivul Tabatiita. Sunt indeplinite towle conditiile programuii s&u
detensiv. In primul rand, aici se incrucizng doud marn dreman
comerciile — cel care venea de ln Tarpoviste, Bucuresti-
Bragow spre Oragulde Floci-gi de akci ks Marea Neagrd, cu cel
care venei de la Galifi-Briila spre Calimsi-Silisira

paagini i

Min#stires ,Sfintil Yoievos™
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B= The reigning prince's interest for the monastery from
Sloboeis was dictated ag well by other reasons, As we know,
Wallachia, which was then wider Outoman domination, had
bost ils fortresses from the Danube (Severin, Turmu, Giurgiu)
and the Porte did notalbow it to build any stronghalds. from
where it could have defended iiself against the Chioman troops.
Matei Basarab found a solution 1o get over this order, building
furtified monasteries, true fortresses serving for defiense and
refuge,

[fis is why many ol the monasteries foamnded during the
epoch of Matei Basarab were consolidated with 6-7 m high
walls and endowed with comer towers and circumvallation,
whiich obviously proves their role of fortresses meant to defend
the couniry, especially its most vulnerable areas during those
times: towards the Danube (Caldirusani, Megoesti, Sadova,
Brincoveni, Strehaia), towards Moldova (Breba, Mixinenil,
around the capital (Plumbuite, Cildirusani, PIEnesti,
Megnesti),

The Holy Yoivodes” Monastery from the Slobozia of
lanzche played an important role in this defense system, Even
smez 1630, the reigning prince Leon Toimsa seized the
strategic position of Slobozia, He granted tax exemptions 1o
e inhabitants of this place, in cxchange for their defense
services (et them be there fir the defense of the cowtry in
Hiraet divection™)

The analysis of the geographic position occupied by
Slobozin proves that the reigning prince could not have
negiecied the monastery situated on Inlomia River. [t met all
the conditions ofhis definse program. First, here is a crossroads
of two important commercial roads, the one coming from
Tirgovigte, Bucuresti-Brasoy and going to Orazul de Flocs and
from there io the Black Sea with the oad coming from Galaji-
Biritila and going om to Ciildragi-Silistra,

Paul de Alep, a foreign traveler who visited Slobozia in
1658, discloses another favorable condition: “the monastery: is
EurHunaed oy great stowe walls, fkea casile, beime jist o day
away jrome. Silisern”. The fortifications are associated,
therefore, with the closeness to the Ottoman Empire, 1o its
strongholds from the Danube, Silisira and Hirsova.

The configuration of the relicf conferred the monastery
supplementary defensive advantages, Foul de Alop mentions
that, in front of Sleboxia, Ialomita “becomas ke o vea o like o
targe foke becanse of the many rivers that dischame their
sfers i

The military Austrian map of Spechl, from [790-179],
provides ather pieces of information on this aspect The village
of Blobozia is shown as a gathered, very compact and well-
delimited  sestlement, probebly surrounded by o ditch,
arganised pround the fortified precinets of the monastery,

The entire community is situated on the crossromds of the
imporiant commercial roads of this area, be they transit or Jogal,
il the place where one has to cross the water of the lalomita
River,

Mg an important characteristic, we can remark the fact that
the Monastery from: Sloboein and the setlement arod it are
situsted on an island-like piece of land. situated in-between the
spreid branches of Talomige River. In front, the momastery and
the village ire protected by one more rvalet, aleo part of
lalomita, called Crivaia, the area between them being marked
as floodable land, beinge a mire,

sFlofin Floreamis
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Ca o coracleristicd imporantd, se desprinde
faptul ¢3 Mandstirea Slobozia §i agesared din
jnul ei sz situeazd pe o limbid msulack de teren
CUprnE intre firele impd jiee ale apel lalomifei.
fn fagd, mindstires 5i satl se aretd protejate de
inc un alt fir de apd, mui indepireat, despring tot
din lalomite, numdt Crivaia. aria dintre ele find
marcati ca un teren inundabil, zond de rovini

Mincolo de lalomita, malul abrupl, format de
comisa lerasei de campie, constituia si el un
real ul asesarii sioun dificl ebstacol in

B TR |
calen rAuldciiorilor

Avaniajele strofegice oferite de mingstire vor
fi valorificate din plin in umpul rizhoaielar ruso-
torce  din scoolele XVITT-XKIN, cond  tof
beligeranyii au unndrit sistemotic s3-51 npuna
comtrolyl asupra simgured foptificatil dim Hirdgan
Astfel, in [ROT, manidstirea, asedista de turci, este
descrisi de generalul Langeron, frances crmigral,

inirat in armatn rusd, ca o cotate “op sidier folide
g greare, ou nepuiingd de escaledar e o
3opogrtd  Frewid ding barne grise

VPR

s o o fepeeaie., ™, Cinel soldaf rigt, ajutath de patn
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st fernudud 3 prin g
pepnitiiing sili areastd Inensd paraisoand 24 5
pred) gir vt sF den e poegi. Bulpor
e desiela ao, i SRRE Foennl el 8-
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soFil milepl turcii, crexdnd e i erd Do R
Jumre D midbiedadive 51 o vor fosd curend diufor
it Fetras fisdnd pe foc treizecs de vl (.
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de ovnreid de i fuwcilar gi e s i of it fo
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lunctiile muilikmne cu ci
domaitorul-c

[Be-p lumgul timpudui, Mandstiren “5fintii Volevoz™ a bepeliciat de mameroase danti domnesti g boleregt, Dupd ce Frnac
Caragea a inestral mindstires eu un nucleu solid de mogdi, Matei Basurah a continual s intareasci bcagul eu mosii sau alte privileg
Ulrmasii lni Matei Basarab nu se vor lish mai prejos, astfel incat, fanul 1709, Constantin Brincoveanu gtesta intr-un hrisoy Bve
s AaTitoar: o mAnAsHri, ce consta in 23 de mosit, un log de casi n Bucuresti, mat multe vii, dreptul dea comer cializa sare de b
Ghitioars. De asemenea, mandstirca stapinea ca metocuri schitunile Apostolache { jud. Prahova) si Cutiburi (jud. lalomigs). Acests
urril intril in stapdnirea cilugantor de la Slobogia in anii 1726 | 728, cand jupdnensa Stuma, din neamul Dos gtilor, o dat ia inch
s < finty mindstiee schial Cuibwrile "o pddures pind i maica ool giviia gice feaf premmietied {0 57 gl 5 G G I KT
i Slnboeia, peste Talomita. Bisenca de b Cuibun funcfiona me pe o FH3

S0 dees Fertaaw dv heakess " Schitul sz afla, il',h-ll.Ll'n'. 1]
schimb, pela 1916 mn EAsT ACh o Ui m lacnsalui
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sy Talommita, the abrupt slope, fenmed
cornice of the plaim teTrace, Was as v ell
shelter for this settlement amd a difficult
I in the way of the wrongdoers
je siralegic adviniages prov ided by the
astery will be fully valorized during the
tan-Turkish wars of the 15 -I%
furies. wheno all the belligerents
smatieally tried o impose therr control
- the only stronghold of the Biragan Plain
in 1807, the monastery, under Turkish
& 18 |_||_"\-\.Z"i|'ll_"_l. :"'_'. ||II."' }'l_"'l'll_"'l',,-! I angeron. &

1ch emigrant, who haed joined the Russian
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Blogitiile mindstinlor inchinate nu puteau sclpi atenticd autoritiflor,
D in seeolul ol XV 11-lea venitrile minastiviloreran destmate bocurilor
sfinte 5 nevoilor locale, in trpul fananoplor agare un 2 tretlea
desginatar: domnia. O statisticl realizati pentru aces perioadd ne araii ¢ |
domnia primen aproximativ 42% din venitunle unei mandstin inchinate,
nevoilor loeale le erau destinate 49%%, iar locurilor sfinte doar 9%,
Interesul domniei pentru aceste venituri esie demonstrat g de masura
[uid de Constantin Maveocordat, cane intmdice un sistem de control al
averilor mandstirilor inchinate. Pentry Mindstiren  Slobogia s-a plstrat
sitoaiia Minaneiard din ann TAR-1 740, podrvil caresa enitumibe totale
srauman 7532 taleri, iar cheltuielile totale 2304 taleni, din care 705 ialesi
eraucheltuicli pentru mandstine, iar 2099 talen redeventd pentru domn
Observam o bocurile sfinte nu primese nici un ban, degi mindstirea
rimdine cu un excedent finsnciar important. Este un fengrmen rispandt in
acea perioadii printre mandstirile inchinate, Frapi Tunusli (Jsioria Teri
Romgnests, 18631 descrisy astiel acest obicei: "doested sul cuvdnr o0 au
feut T datorii prele, au fncetar de g mad mitel pe sdrmant §i ol @ priz

Uneori fenomenul era incurajat de autoritifi- ntre anst 1809-1813,
Drivanal a hotdrat co veniturile ce urmau s§ fie tramise focurilor stinte
sd rimand la mitropolic pentr chelivielile Bicute in vremea ocupatiei |
turcest 51 mesesi

Sitotia descrisa mai sus ofea o siuafie iEnsionatl intre mindsice 5
superiorii de la Dochiaria, Unul din registrele financiare de [a Muntele
1 de la igumenul manastin
Sloboria Laurenfiu si de la Simion: 1777-1784", scoate in eviden|d
bamuielile 51 lipsa de incredere fafd de egumenul mindstin , dar 5 "o
lame de teemeti aprige si adesea rdfuieli pe seamu daniilor bitrinilor
posirk vodewoer”

Desele rizhoaic si-ou lisat amprentn asupra mindsiri In anul
1814 all&m ca mimAsiires era siricati. |

Intre g, in 1812, Gavriil de Smima devine sgumen al minstirii
+i joach un rol deosebit de important i istoris acestui [Hcag, Plstonines |
sa va 11 intreruptd de revoludia lui Tudor Yiadimiresow, atumci cind se
refugiazi la Bragov. Exilul sfu se va prelungi din cauea politicn
antigrecesti @ nodlor domnitori plmdnteni In aprilie 1822, dous |
delegatii boterestl, din Moldova si Tara Romiineasca, inaintau Porpi
doleanfele nagionale, Muntenn cereaw, printre altele, “edromined
mandsieitor nokingte &3 s den pdmdnteniler”. Cererea hind
peceptatd de pulerea sugerand, inregistrim schimbdr masive de
cpumeni in fard. mclusiv la Mindstirea “Sfinfn Voiever” din |
Sloboziz. Moul cgumen, Chesare, descrie foarte plastic aceste
schimbdri intr-o insemnare din 13 inlic 1825, pe core o gEsim intr-o |
Fwenghelie ce a aparfinut mindstirii: *,.Ae dres 50 o ame legat
fevanghelia-nai... in sifele prea lminatidi nosiea Dowin, Grigorie |
Diorimeie Clien voevd, cavele ca un doemn pamdniedn, Cu fersan
fmprird

stewe Indmd pE Grecd din foate  dregitoriile bisericepti 3
poditicegil .5t owdndping tof pdmdneenl @i aoeasia furd fn Sl
drepdtoriile, am fost ordnduis §i el o acesd siEned mandstine
Kloboziin lgumen, in pdouinien (@odndu-ma 5 en fin adevdrar af |
ofinsei manisie Dohliarien deln Sfelagors, uade esie inchinard
tire Slohozitn gt spee a i siun am fnvempel cliar el
DSER N MGRG Be o 50 5e pomencasod, g0 mam Ledlit Kesane I
jrimen Slohozdl, ofcl mdno fifnd din pardng Sercdeios va puiresi, 1or

aeensid mdn

veFlRIPE S Samded e vecd, cdf v fineq aoeasil sidnnd carte 50|

aricap preot veil fi slufitor for ereesetdd afdnid hiveriod, vizded acedatd
FHECTIRErE 0 ARG O Rl STE PRI aIten, 5i ol W e oy milig, v rog s
mid pomenifi §i pa mine pacatosul la toate slybele liturgihi... "
Observiim ca egumenul apeleazd In conglnga de neam 1 viiterilor
slujbagi ai hisericii pentru a fi posmenit i nu la obligagiile cregtinesti ale |
acesinrn. Este si eessts o dovadd a putermciion lensiuni politice dintre
greed 5i romiini, care se manifestau pe plan intemational g1 care, cu
stanranid, erow cunoscute de Chesaric.




= AL the same tme, the momastery owned, as suceursal monasterics. the
amid secluded convents of Apodtolache [Prabova Coamnity ) and of
wri{ Talomifa Cioqmiy ),
fie latter becomes part of the properies of the monks from Slobozia
26-1728, when the titled lady Stana. from the Doicescns’ lineage
¢ and committed the convent of Cuiburile 1o the haly monasiery “wibh
fvend dp fa e water of falomita; and the vinevard angd oif the fiir
g trees ) and the estate of Siviea de Jeuw af alseaat 100 fifiomes,
oite end po the other. The convent was near Slobozia. over the
mita Kever. The church from Cuiburi still functioned by 1831, wul
innd 1976 we find ne more teace of this cult place
The riches of the dedicated monasteries could not have pone unnoticed

i eyes of the authorities. If during the 17" contury, the monasteries’
enues were destined for the holy places and the Tocal needs, during the
e of the rulers from Fanar there appears a thind addressee: the reign. A
tisties nchieved for that period shows that the ré1pm received aboat 42%
the revenues of o dedicated monastery, while 29% were meant to covel

the local needs and only 525
| wiere destined for the holy

places,

The reign's interest in these revenues is demonstrated as well by
the measure taken by Constantin Mavrocordat, who introduced: a
control - system  concerning the belongings of the dedicated
monasteries. For the Monastery of Slobogia, the record of the
| financial situation of the vears 1738-1740), according to which the
[ motal revenues amounted to 1532 thalers, and the toral EXPensSs 10
| 2804 thalers, out of w hach 705 thalers were expenses for the

momastery. and 2009 thalers were the ruler's dwe.

I We can see that the holy places receive no maney at all; though
the monastery remaing with & significan) fingncial surples. It is a
widely spread phenomenon largely encountered during the
respeciive period among the dedicated mongsterics. The Tumusli
brohers {feiorie Terii Rivenginesti | The Hizstory of Wallachiy, 1863}
descnbed this custom ag fialbows: "|'.l_||'r_|."l'.l,'_-_: X & Feasow e foet
[ #hes had serfous debis, they ceaved to sive chidriiy fo the poor gad fo
| respect the founder s pramives, amed s PREN Bk (orgner st ae fael e

Sometimes the phenomenon was encouraged by the authorities;
Between 1809 and 1813, the Divan decided that the revenues that
were (o b sent to the holy places would remain ot the metropoliten
church for the expenses made during the Turkish and Russian
OCCypancy.

The silation deseribed above created o tense situation betw een
| the monastery and its superiors from Dochiariu, One of the financial
| records from Mount Athos; which mentions the * venrly puyment
[ from the Father Superior of the monastery of Slohozia, Luurentiu,
and trom Simion: 1777-1784", highlights the suspicions and kack of
trust towards the Father Superior and also a “world of tough haggling
and current dispules over the donations of our old voi nides™

The current wars lefl their imprint on the monastery. In 1414 we
find ot thit the MANESTery wWiks ol ot order.

In the meantime. in |R12, Gavriil de Smima becomes Father
Superior in this monastery and he plays a very important role in the
| istory of this colt place. His service will be interrupted by Tudor
[ Wladimiresou's Revolution, when he takes refupe mn Bragov, Hisexile
will tnke more time than he expected because of the tew local rulers
anu-Gireek policy. In Apreil 1822, tweo boyard delegations, from
Moldova and Wallachia, submitted the national complaintz o the
Porte. The Wallachians requested. among others, that “the direcrion
| o fine dedivaded sonavieries showld B giveyr o fhe Sl peapie”

I'he request being accepred by the suzerain power, we record massive
changes of Fathers Superiors throig
“Holy Voivodes™ Monastery from Slobozin. The new Fathe

supenor Chesarie, describes these changes very suggestively ina

ot the couniry, meluding at the




in decembrie 1827, era citit in divanu] muntean firmanul prin
care Sfintele Locuri erau reintegrate i cArmusiren. manastiritor
invelinate, prin cilugin greci rimigi de le scestelocuri,

Senrtul Ftaric 4l mindstirii, inserat in tablou] votiv {aminiil
mind s}, ne spune ci Govril de Smima rimiine la Bragov pind 1a
1836, Este o dath, evident, eronatd, Pomelnicul, realizal de
Ciavriil pe o scindurd de stefar, poand dota de [E3]. Parc
pispuzand ingrijosi lu Chesarie, eguimenul nu-l troce pe acesta
in pomelnic.

In anii ce urmeazi, Govml Slobozesnul (cum s numeste
uneori ) depung eforiurn susiinuile pentrg retieeres rdindistirn |'|I
836, el incheie refaceren clopotnijel, uga cum arail pisania de
depsupra intrin, dar g a zidulel mandstin,

Lit |1 ianuariz 1838 se petrece un potermic cutremur, estimat 1a
eea, B,3-6,% prade pe scara Richter. Lin raport  inigemit peniro
Dxcarmuime judepuln Talomifs ne prezanté siriciciunile faoule de
cutremur: s-a diirimat un tum din cele doud, s-a prﬁl:n.t:'h culadela
egumenic, s-a sincat fencuiila, un policamdru noa 5i sfesnicele
cele mart, . . s morcie o au fost shiinto breriod legand ot fier de
lfg.-r'.l'.l|rl|'.lr'4,._-:|l'r|.l .J'urparreu.'.;.{.l'cr{trm:rr e Niricdeinne.

Totugi, din pisania bisericn allim o "Biverioe STarilor
Arhangheli  Mikail i Gowill pe care imddl g zidit-o Matei
Hasarah Frevod  pe Slobogia Poveinicuini fonache Cerugea da
gl 1634, Dar cdzand de cidremiuy, acum Cim se vede 3 oo
pesoabd, 5 cu mivegie, arhimandrined gf egumenid Gavriil din
Smira @ Iedlfat-o din temelle. Domuind Gheonghe Dimiirie
Bibescu, pdatoring Neofis mitroprodital (o anwl FF.Z il

Ce -a insemnal “refocerea biserichi din femelie ™ Tenoso
Sinigalia presupunie cil aceastd hiscricl iontimeniali o proporii
et doar o construce nestauraty, cirein i s-an sdiugsd turnolepele
lwterali i spatiul ingust dinfre elo. Dimensiunile, propotiile,
compartimentarea interioard, usor de reconstituit, ritmul gokburi lor
de feresire. asemanarea compozitionali cu Megoiestii, pe care o
sugereazl 5i biserica, dar §i comparagia cu cea de la Plitirest, par
aindic un monument ms vechi.

“'-‘.p..tlﬂ]:gr'l dela Muzeul Judefean lolomila contesti categoric
acensin .;:-pu'm: deparece, pe baza unor informefii preliminire, &
apreciazi cil biserica a fost, intr-adevilr, reflieutd din temelie la

] 1842, Dovada sigurd nu o pot aduce decdt serioase cercetin
arheologice 5i de arhitecturd.

Gavriil de Smiirng reface doar biserica, nu g celelale
constmeti din curtes mankstinm, Cargrafio din 18534 ne arali ci
tenciiala cloponitel era siricatil, toate incperle mndstin crau
imvelite ou gindriti veche, iaranumite inciperi —-diripinate.

Ramdne cert i Gaveiil de Smirna este congiderar al wreilea
etitor ol manastin, Piatra sa de mormdn ne aratd o8 s-a sting lo 30
petombeie 1854,

Lui Govrnl de Smima §i urmened egumenul  Evghenie de
Mitilene, cel care se confruntd cu uriaga dorinjd o Societifii
romanest de secularisre a averilor mindstirilor Tnchinate.

|3 decembric 1863, guvernul prezintd Camerei, inlr-un
moment  tensionat pe plan intemnagionel, predectul de lege al
secularizini, care ¢ votal in mijlocul unei  insufletin
evazipnanime: 93 woluri pentru 5 3 conr.

Projeciul de lege prevede, in articolul intdi: * Foate averile
prdndstirern din Romdnia sud i rimdn avers afe Stoiulad”, Actul
secularizari era concluzia firenscd s necesard a unul proces care
incepuse cu decenit inninte, dar care, in timpul domniei lui Cuzs
&, in special, in ultinm) an, 1863, se intensificase, Opinin public
roméneasc gra complet pregititd 51 perfoct solidurd cu gusernul
gi cu dommul e, Teritoriul seculwrizal atingea 25.20% din
berttoriul [arii,

Populaia ialomifeand a intdmpinal <4 0 wiksd bucunc
accasti lege, In judet, 48 de proprietifi aparfineaun méndstirilo
inchinate, iar alie 35 —manastirilor neinchinate,

MaEnastiren “5F Voievori™ stiplnes, la rdndut ei, 13 mogi 512
metoace { Apostolache, in Buzie, gi Cuiburile, in [alomifa).

fn semn de recunostinia “cdire Méra sa Domndors! 5§ ono
Camerag Legiultoare peniri mrele i pairiodic wl et sdvdregit in
sipag de {3 decembrie. ™ locuitori Slobogici oo ofent, i
taruarie | 864, sume de bani pentru cumpararen unui e destina
armated romane

) insermnare, din 5
oiiiing munte Arkimandeitid Evphenie din Mitlene., " Tn urme:
secularizari. Mindstarca “5f Yoievori™ din Slobowia a fos
(ransformats in biserich de mir, larcilugang, lipsiti de mijloace de
trisi, au plecat sau au fost trumsferati Ta alte mndstor din fac,

julie 1864, ne arati ci “a pecal spn




=F note from July 15, TE2S, which we found in an
Evange! that belonged o the monastery: ... We
repaired it and bound it [the Evangel] ...in the days of
owr very: enlightened Ruler, Grjgorie Dimirreie Ghica
voiviode, who, in his quality of local rder, by princely
onder ook the Greeks away from all theie chunchly or
palitical  positions o extalfished only local
peaple for all these positions, and appointed me ax
Father Superior af this Holy Monastery of Slebozia,
g we from a local wan inio g tree son ol the fady
moristery af Dokiarion from Sfetagora, to whick s
haly manasters off Slobozia iy dedicated and foe ihis
thimg dev e Ervavon § have peet this dovn with ) R
Band fir remembrance and [ signed, Kesarie Fathe
Superiow of Slobozia, as my hand helng made of
perishing earth will rov, and the fetter will remain
Farever, for ag leng s this holy book i preserved,
and, a5 pigny g there may be priexty of this J|.;-_|:|
chech, seeing this nate of mine, and being of the
.lﬂ-'-frlflrlu"rh:'l.' atid sation like me, please remember e
dhe wiviner i the I'-I'.'l|'l.'_l'|"."|' af el e services af the Holy
Linwrgy..™. We notice that the Father Superior
appeals to the national conscience of the future
servants of the church, in order o be remembered,
and not 1o their Christian duties. Tt is as well a proofof
the strong political tensions between the Greeks and
the Romanians, which wene present internationally
and were cerlainly known by Chesarie

In Decernber 1827, in the Wallachian Divan was
read the firman by which the Holy Places were
reintegrated in the direction of the dediested
monastenes, by means of the Greek monks sent from
these places,

The short historical background of the monastery,
mserted mthe votive painting (mentioned above)
tells that Gavriil de Smima remains in Brasov until

P, It ohnviously an erroneons date. The dipiveh, made by Giavriil on an
onk plank, Bears the date of 1831 As if answering Chesarie's worriss, the
Father Superior does not mention him in the diptych.

During the years to come, Gavriil Slobozeanul {as he is sometimes called)
makes continueus efforts to repiir the monastery, In 1836, he finishes the
repairs of the steeple, as the inseription above (he entrance show 5, ond also of
the monastery wall.

On January 11, |B38, 4 strong carthquake, estimated a1 around 6.3-6.8
degrees on the Richter seale takes place. A report written for the
Administration of lalomin County presents the damages caused by the
earthquake: one of the two steeples fell down, the tower of the Father
Superior's dwelling fell down, the plaster was broken, as well as 3 new
candelabrum and the big candlesticks, *_ . and huckily the holy church was
.'.'r.l'r'r.lg.'."lerh_'-e’f' with fron all aronnd, aifersise the dartaee conld have bee
greafer”

However, from the founding inscription of (he Chureh we find out thas:
“Thie Church of the Holy Archangels Michael and Gabriel wis first Bails by
el Bosaral Fabvade in the Slobozia of the great court marshal fangehe
Caragea in 1634, But being destroved by the earthguake, ax ome can see, with

ornatents and splendor, the archimandrite gnd Father Superior Gaviil of

Smyrnn vebwilt it from foundagon. Duringe the reign of Gheorghe Dhimitrie
Bibescu, and under the metropolitan bishop Neofit in 1842,

What did the “rebueiiding of the church fiom foundation ™ mean? Teresa
Sinigalia supposcs that this monumental church is just a restored building, to
which the luteral steeples and the narrow aren between them were sdded. The
dimensions, the proportions, the inner compartments, easy bo reconstitute, the
roythm of the windows, the compesitional similarity to the Negoiesti, which
the church sugpests as well, and also the comparison to the church from

Platiresti, seem to indicate an obder mantmert, J
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== |he specialists from the County Museum from lalomits categorically
mtest this opinion, because, based on some prefiminary pieces of
mormation, they consider that the church was truly rebailt from
eadition in 1842, A sure piece of evidence can only be brought by zerious
sheolomcal and architeciursl rescarcles.
Gravriil of Smyma rebuilds only the church, not the other constractions
1t thi yard of the monostery, © afagrafio ol 1854 shows thaf the plaster off
Be seeple was oul of order, all the moenaslery’s rooms were coversd with
< shingle, and certain rooms were shafered.
[t rernmins a fact that Gavriil of Smyma is considered the third founder of
e monastery, His tombstone shows that be died on October 30, 1834
After Gavriil of Smyma follows the Father Superior Evehenie of
Mlitilene, the one who has to face the str mg desire of the Romanian society
secularize the fortunes ofthe dedicated monasteries
O December 13, 1863 the Governmeni presents o the Chamber of
Deputies, during a lense intermational mdsimient, the secularzation law
sroject, which is voted with uas-unanmimous impetus: 93 votes Tor and 3
rarnst.
The first article of the law project goes as follows: “All the fortunes of
e monasteries from Romania are and remain fortunes of the State”, The
sct of secularization was the natural snd necessary conclusion of a process
mat had begun several decennia earlier, but which, during Cuza's reign, and
sspecially during the lust year, 1863, had grown in ntensity. The Romanian
public opinion was completely prepared and in perfect solidarity with (he
fovernment andd the ruler of the country, The secelarized termitory covered
5.26% ofthe land of the country.,

I'he population from Talomifa rejoiced at the virling of this law, In the
sounty, 48 propertics belonged to the dedicated monasteries, and 35 more to
non-dedicated monasierics,

The "Holy Voivodes™ Monastery had in possession, in its mrn, 13
calates and 2 small and secluded convenis { Aposinlache, i Buzie County,
and Cuiburile, in lalomitn County),

{o show their pratitude lo “Hiv Hiohnecy the Ruling Privee and ihe
honovable Legislative ramber for their mrea and pertrictic act carried ot
w December 13.., ", the inhabitants of Sloboria offered. in January 1864,
sums of money for the acquisition of a cannon meant for the Romanian
AT

A note of July 5, 1864, shows that *The Arcfimandeie Evphenie aj
Mititene left for the Holy Mot " Follow ing the secularization, the
“"Holy Yoivodes” Monastery of Slobozia was turned into a myrrh church,
and the monks, having no means for subsistence, left or were transferred to
other monasteries from the count Y,

Lacking its former significant means of subsistence, the consiriction
will degrade fast. In August 15877, when there were attempts to move the
county capital to Slobaozie, the prefiect's office asked the mavor of Slobozia
iy repair “the meomatery wall thay will serve as g prisom for the peopls
arvestea.. . A photograph of the monastery duting from the beginning of
the century shows that the derradation of the wall continued. eapecially
southwards, where halfof it is completely missing,

In 1916, the cells and the Father Superior's house. with two rows, were
I ruin. The sfate of rein will continge duning the years of the commmmnisi
regime, when, however, some measuses are taken for the repairs of the most
important historical monument of Sloboxia. For example, between 1969
and [975, the awthorities will have the surrounding wall rebuilt, amd
between 1977 and 1979 the steeple that was damaped following the
carthquake of 1977 is rebuill,

During the years after 1990, the renewing breath that charneterized the
whole country was 1o bring rays of light as well onto the “) loly Voivodes"
church. Following the decision of ihe Holy Synod of the Romanian
Orthodox Church of the autumn of 1993, for this area of the country,
including the counties of Talomita and Caldragi, was creuted the Hishopric
of Stobozia and Cilarasi, with its headquarters in Slobogia

On February &, 1994, the *Holy Voivodes” church and all the people of
Slobozia assisted to the event of the appointment of the first bishop of
Sloboein and Chlarasi — Mifon, The old cult place founded by the voivodes
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